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Politicsproper thusawaysinvolvesakind
of short circuit between the universal and the par-
ticular; it involves the paradox of a singular that
appears as a stand-in for the universal, destabiliz-
ing the "natural” functional order of relationsin the
socia body.

The political struggle proper is therefore
never simply arational debate between multiplein-
terests but, simultaneously, the struggle for one's
voice to be heard and recognized as that of legiti-
mate partner.

In this precise sense, politics and demaoc-
racy are synonymous: the basic aim of antidemo-
cratic politics always and by definition is and was
de-politicization, that is, the unconditional demand
that things should return to normal, with each indi-
vidual doing hisor her particular job.

(Slavoj Zizek in A Leftist Pleafor "Eurocentrism”.
Critical Inquiry, Vol. 24, No. 4 (Summer, 1998) The
University of Chicago Press)
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